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with Etienne Balibar, Jean Cohen, Joshua 
Cohen, Andreas Kalyvas, Margaret Moore, 
Chantal Mouffe, Charles Sabel, Boaventura 
de Sousa Santos.
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BIOgraphies
Etienne Balibar is the co-author (together with Louis Althusser) of the well-known book Lire le Capital (1965) and is 
considered to be one of the most influential marxist philosophers in France. His most important work in political philoso-
phy deals with postnational citizenship and the democratization of borders. His publications further include Race, Classe, 
Nation (together with Immanuel Wallerstein) (1988), Droit de Cité (1998) and Nous, Citoyens d’Europe? (2001). Since 2000 
he is Distinguished Professor of Humanities at the University of California, Irvine.

Jean Cohen is Professor of Political and Legal Theory at Columbia University (New York) and renowned for her work on 
civil society, democratic theory and gender. In the past couple of years she has published numerous articles on the role 
of sovereignty and internal law in the current age of globalization and is currently preparing a book on the same topic. Her 
publications include Civil Society and Political Theory (with Andrew Arato, MIT Press, 1992) and Regulating Intimacy: A 
New Legal Paradigm (Princeton UP, 2002).

Joshua Cohen is Professor of Political Science at Stanford University where he is the director of the Program on Global 
Justice. He is well known for his work on deliberative and global democracy. His publications include Associations and 
Democracy (Verso, 1995) and A Free Community of Equals: Rousseau on Democracy (Oxford UP, forthcoming).

Annelies Degryse works at the Centre for Ethics, Social and Political Philosophy of the Institute of Philosophy 
(K.U.Leuven). She is currently preparing a PhD on The Boundaries of the Political. Rereading Hannah Arendt, in which she 
argues for an alternative reading of Arendt. Recent articles include ‘The sovereign and the social: Arendt’s understand-
ing of Hobbes’ and ‘Sensus communis as a foundation for men as political beings: Arendt’s reading of Kant’s Critique of 
Judgment’.

Andreas Kalyvas is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the New School for Social Research (New York). In his 
work, he focuses on the relationship between democracy and constitutionalism, problems of popular sovereignty and rep-
resentation, revolutionary breaks, constitution making, emergency rule and political autonomy. He is the author of many 
books, including Democracy and the Politics of the Extraordinary: Max Weber, Carl Schmitt, Hannah Arendt (Cambridge 
UP, 2008) and Liberal Beginnings: Making a Republic for the Moderns (Cambridge UP, 2008).

Matthias Lievens is a doctoral researcher at HUBrussel and K.U.Leuven. He has worked on Marx and Gramsci and is 
currently preparing a PhD on Carl Schmitt’s concept of the political.

Margaret Moore is Professor of Political Theory at Queen’s University. She works on issues such as global justice, 
citizenship, multiculturalism and nationalism. She obtained her PhD at the London School of Economics in 1989. Her pub-
lications include Foundations of Liberalism (Oxford UP, 1993) and Ethics of Nationalism (Oxford UP, 2001). She is also the 
editor of National Self-Determination and Secession (Oxford UP, 1998) and (together with Allen Buchanan) States, Nations 
and Borders (Cambridge UP, 2003).

Chantal Mouffe is a Belgian philosopher trained at the universities of Leuven, Paris and Essex. She is currently Pro-
fessor of Political Theory at Westminster University (London) and well known for her work on hegemony and agonistic de-
mocracy. In her most recent book, On the Political (Routledge, 2005), she criticizes the predominant universalistic models 
of cosmopolitan democracy and advocates the need for an agonistic multipolar world order.

Stefan Rummens is Assistant Proffesor of Political Theory at Nijmegen University (The Netherlands) and visiting Pro-
fessor at the University of Leuven. He has co-authored a monograph on the political and legal philosophy of Jürgen 
Habermas (in Dutch). He has published several articles on issues such as deliberative democracy, populism, agonistic 
politics and global justice.

Charles Sabel is Professor of Law and Social Science at Columbia Law School. His research focuses on the Euro-
pean Union, the labour market and economic development. Together with Joshua Cohen he elaborated a directly-delib-
erative model of global democracy. He recently (co-) authored Learning by Monitoring (Harvard UP, 2006), A Constitution 
of Democratic Experimentalism (Harvard UP, 2006) and Can We Put an End to Sweatshops?: A New Democracy Form on 
Raising Global Labor Standards (Beacon Press, 2001).

Boaventura de Sousa Santos is Professor of Sociology at the University of Coimbra (Portugal). His research inter-
ests include globalization, the sociology of the state and of law, epitstemology and democracy. His publications include 
Another Knowledge is Possible: Beyond Northern Epistemologies (Verso, 2008), Democratizing Democracy: Beyond the 
Liberal Democratic Canon (Verso, 2007), Another Production is Possible: Beyond the Capitalist Canon (Verso, 2006) and 
The Rise of the Global Left: the World Social Forum and Beyond (Zed Books, 2006).

Thursday 17 September

11.00 	 Opening and Welcome 
	 by the Dean Prof. Antoon Vandevelde

11.40	 Global Public Reason: in Defense of 
	 the Banausic Conception of Politics
	 by Joshua Cohen (Stanford) 
	 and Charles Sabel (Columbia)

13.00	 Lunch

14.00	 Strangers or Enemies? 
	O n the Impolitical Dimensions of Global Governance
	 by Etienne Balibar (Nanterre/Irvine)

15.20 	 Coffee Break

15.40	 Junior Session I (plenary)
	 Carl Schmitt and the Specter of a Deterritorialized Politics
	 by Matthias Lievens (Leuven)
	
	 Is a World without Politics already a Fact? 
	 Politics According to Arendt
	 by Annelies Degryse (Leuven) 

20.00	 Public Lecture – Which Democracy for an Agonistic Multipolar World? 
	 by Chantal Mouffe (Westminster)

Friday 18 September 

10.00	 From Governance to Government? Representative Institutions 
	 and Democratic Legitimacy in the Global Society
	 by Stefan Rummens (Leuven/Nijmegen)

11.20	 Coffee Break

11.40	 Legality and/or Legitimacy in Global Governance: 
	 the Dilemmas of Political Justice
	 by Jean Cohen (Columbia)

13.00	 Lunch

14.00	 Junior Session II (3 parallel sessions)

16.00	 Coffee Break

16.20	 World Empire and Global Anomie in Carl Schmitt’s  
	 Political Theory of International Law
	 by Andreas Kalyvas (New School for Social Research)
 
18.00	 Conference Dinner

Saturday 19 September

10.00	 Global Democracy and Collective Forms of Self-determination
	 by Margaret Moore (Queen’s University)

11.20	 Coffee Break

11.40	 Title to be Announced
	 by Boaventura de Sousa Santos (Coimbra)

13.00	 Closing Lunch/Reception

As a result of globalization, international political structures are 
rapidly changing. The emerging world order is characterized 
by a growing and complex network of regional and trans-
national institutions which shape an increasingly intercon-
nected global order in a way that undermines the sover-
eign independence of increasingly impotent and outdated 
nation-states.
 
Because of the growing importance of international law 
and because of the technocratic nature of these new in-

stitutions, the emergence of the global governance struc-
ture has often been analyzed as a process of depoliticization. 

Whereas politics is supposed to be about a visible, organized 
and ongoing struggle for power, the very concept of governance, 

as a form of “government without opposition”, seems to refer to a 
bureaucratic and consensualistic way of organizing society. 

Although some have hailed the increasing reliance on law, expert knowl-
edge and consensus as a reinforcement of democracy, others have 
argued that the process of depoliticization helps to conceal the true 
power relations underlying the global structure and contributes to the 
disempowerment of citizens world wide in their attempts to shape the 
global order in a democratically legitimized manner.  

It is the purpose of this conference to analyze the alleged depoliticiza-
tion of the global order and to reflect on the ways in which this process 
affects the prospects of some form of global democracy.
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Location + contact details for the organisers of the conference:

Catholic University of Leuven
Institute of Philosophy
Centre for Ethics, Social and Political Philosophy
Kardinaal Mercierplein 2
3000 Leuven
Belgium

Entrance to the lectures is free. Please confirm your participation in ad-
vance by e-mail. For further information on the conference, please contact:

Dr. Anya Topolski (Institute of Philosophy)
Anya.Topolski@hiw.kuleuven.be
32 (0)16 32 32 62

practicalities

read more >>


